"ROTOCYCLE"
Staten Island Rotary Newsletter
Meeting of February 17, 2009
                           February 24th 
                    Speaker to be Announced

Tom 
Pledge- Pete Monzi
Invocation-Major John Hodgson
Four Way Test- Henry Rau
 
Seated at the Dais:
Past President/President Elect Ron Victorio 1987- Architect

Josh Caplan 1991- Cable T.V

Lori Karelas 2004- Property Management

Jack Vokral 2004- Professional Engineer

Fran Reali 1996- Real Estate

Guests:
Chris Ferrera introduced this week’s Guest’s, 
T.J Russo (Guest Of Ted Maloy), Major John Hodgins (Salvation Army) 
Induction of New Member:

Past President Lou Demartino and Past President Gladys Schweiger introduced new member Chris Coscia. Chris is an Executive of the Boy Scouts Of America. Gladys presented Chris with his Rotary Pin and Badge. Chris thanked everyone for welcoming him in the Staten Island Rotary.
Community Announcements:

The Frank Reali foundation diner will be held March 30th at the Staaten at 7:00 P.M, 697 Forest Avenue, $95.00 Per Ticket (Over 400,00 young adults die each from sudden cardiac death. WHERE ASKING YOU TO BE PART OF THE SOLUTION) Invitations flyers and journal requests were giving to everyone.

2009 Literacy Leadership Luncheon is being held on Tuesday, February 24th, 2009 From 12 noon to 2:00 P.M at the Excelsior Grand- 2380 Hyland Blvd. Please R.S.V.P by January 31st. For reservations call (718)351-3611.

Club Announcements: 

Lori Karelas announced April 1-5 Group Study Exchange team from Brazil will be visiting place the district conference. Three volunteers are needed to house three male team members. Four vocational volunteers are needed for the vocational aspect of the program. Please e-mail volunteer names and telephone numbers to Lori Karelas

Ecology Day will take place on April 25th The focus will be Wind Energy. The title is “Wind Beneath Our Wings.” Lori Karelas announced that Jerry DeLucca Fellow Rotarian will be Honored at Ecology Day for all he has done for Ecology Day.


Joe Marchese announced Every Rotarian, Every Year Program. Each Rotarian is asked yearly to contribute $100 to every Rotarian every year. We will hear more about this through the year.

Charter Night:

Past President/President Elect Ron Victorio announced charter night will be March 21st at the Richmond County Country Club. Paul Harris fellows will be Past President Mark Scamardella, Tony Giumenta, Laurie Karelas and the Honorable Micheal McMahon. We will have live band by Tony B and comedian Mr. Pizzi
2009 CORVETTE COUPE RAFFLE

Gladys announced that the 2009 raffle has been kicked off and the first prize is the corvette or 40,000 in cash, 2nd prize is $500 and the 3rd prize is $250. Tickets are $100 each and you are limited to 1,000 tickets. Drawing will be held on June 23, 2009

Rotocycle:

You can also view the Rotocycle at: www.statenislandrotary.com
  
Special Prayers Needed:

Doreen Cugno of St. George Theater has requested special prayers for her mother Miss. Rosemary who is seriously ill. Our thoughts and prayers are with the family
Sunshine:
Annette Tuzzo ran this week’s successful sunshine. Thanks to Annette on a job well done. 
  
Program:


In the absence of President Ralph Santiago President/Elect Ron Victorio Presided over the meeting. Ron pointed out the new Past President Banner and thanked Ralph Santiago, Steve McGee and Ted Maloy for putting together the Past President Program for last week. Ron asked Dr. Larry Arann who M.C. last week’s meeting. which Dr. Arann gave an overview of the meeting and stated how great it was to see so many Past President’s. We received a letter from Past President Sal Marino thanking us for a great evening. 
Major John Caplan introduced our guest speaker Melissa Rabinovich.

Melissa Rabinovich joined New York 1 News in February of 1998 as a news producer. More than 11 years later she is the executive editor of the station’s Local Edition which includes overseeing all local programming on Staten Island, Queens, and part of New Jersy. She has also run the station’s Living Unit since 2001.


She was born in Manhattan and raised on Staten Island since the age of 4, Melissa and her family are active members of the Staten Island community. Melissa is on the Board of the Jewish Community Center, Involved in the Maffeo Foundation, Petrides Scholl PTA, Seton Foundation,The UJA and a support parent for Parent to Parent’s NYS


Melissa and her husband resided on Toad Hill and are the proud parents of 5 year old Ethan, 3 year old Dylan, and 1 ½ year old Ava. 


Melissa thanked the Rotary for inviting her to speak today and stated it was her first time speaking in public. She came to speak to us today about a very rare disorder called Chromosome 22 Central. She stated she is working very closely with S.I.U.H and I.B.R. Her son who has just turned 3 was diagnosed with Chromosome 22 at birth. She further stated that there is no cure and no hope for this disease. Insurance does not cover the bills, Which creates a big drain on any family that has a child with this disease. There are only a couple of hundred in the world. She’s in process of creating a pamphlet and organizing parent’s together and is working along side a women in Canada. It is very difficult to have a support team when family’s are so far away from each other, but we do the best we can. Melissa answered many questions.

Make- ups:
 If you miss a meeting and wish to make it up, you can attend one of the following meetings:
 
(                      North Shore Rotary- Thursdays at 7 pm at the Staaten 

                                                          Restaurant, Forest Ave
(                      South Shore Rotary- Thursdays at 12:15 at the Marina 

                                                         Grande
(                      Mid Island Rotary- Thursdays at 7:30 am at the Dakota 

                                                        Diner, Forest Ave
(                      Gateway Rotary- Wednesdays at 7:15 pm at the Lake Club, 

                                                 Clove Rd
 
Make- up attendance must be recorded properly.  All make-up cards must be turned in to Sam Farag.  Please do not drop them in the box.
