"ROTOCYCLE"
Staten Island Rotary Newsletter
Meeting of June 30th,2009
July 7, 2009 
Richa Finkelstein  - Health & Wellness 
Pledge- Past President Mark Scamardella
God Bless America- Ralph Santiago/ Matt Scamardella

Invocation- Abdul Rehman 
Four Way Test- Past President Sam Farag
Seated at the Dais:
Lainie Wilkinson 2003- Auto Repair 

Lori  Karelas 2004- Property Management 

Joe Marchese 2005- Financial Planning 

Lou DeMartino 1991- Telephone Supervisor 

Mike Behar 2003- Urban Development 

Honorable Dan Donovan 

Guests:

Marylee Montalvo introduced this week’s guest: Phillip, Greg, Rebecca, Timmy, Danny, & Linda Victorio all guests of Ron Victorio, Rose Kerr guest of Ralph Santiago, Witt Halle guest of Paul Campione
Club Announcements: 
Every Rotarian, Every Year program. Each Rotarian is asked yearly to contribute $100 to Every Rotarian Every Year program. Rotarians can make their contribution to Rotary International via check and give it to Joe Marchese. 

Ocean City Golf Outing October 2nd – October 5th  - details to follow 
Gladys Schweiger announced that Ms. Rosemary died this week funeral arraignments are as follows: Tues & Wed Hanley Funeral home 2-4 & 7-9 Funeral on Thursday. Donations in her name would be appreciated to Sloan Kettering Hospital 
Special Prayers Needed:
Nick LiGreci. Please Keep him in your prayers.
Sunshine:
 Ted Maloy ran this week’s successful sunshine. Thanks to Ted on a job well done. 
Program:
Call to order- Lou DeMartino- Club Secretary 

Presentation of Board of Directors- Lou DeMartino- Club Secretary
Installation of Board of Directors- Honorable Daniel M. Donovan

Rotary Year 2008-09 Board Members-

Rosemarie Scampas

John Demoleas

Gladys Schweiger

Linda Baran

Mark Scamardella

Sergeant at Arms- Joe Marchese

Deputy Sergeant at Arms- Lori Karelas

Treasurer- John Tapinis
Installation of Officers- Honarable Dan Donovan 

Secretary- Lou DeMartino

Vice- President- Mike Behar

President Elect- Lainie Wilkinson 

Installation of President Ron Victorio- Honorable Daniel M. Donovan- SIDA

Procession to the Podium Ron Victorio- Loe DeMartino- Club Secretary

Lou DeMartino presented Past President Ralph Santaigo with his Past President Pin, Plaque, and badge. Ralph Thanked Rotarians for a good year and told them to continue to work hard for Ron

Ralph Santiago passed the gavel onto President Ron Victorio 
The following are comments from Ron Victorio:
Firstly I want to thank the club for having the confidence in me to allow me to serve as your President for a second time. Some thirteen years ago, I served as your President to this club that was exactly the same as it is today, yet very different.

Our mission then was the same as it is today, to serve our community, both locally and globally, and use our talents and contacts for the betterment of the world in which we live.
However, times are quite different now than they were thirteen years ago. News of the good work that we do spread quickly, and the more needs the community had, the more requests it made of the club, and we found ourselves spread quite thin. Economics have also played a major role in the charges  of this club. As money tightens, so does business, and as a club of business people, we find ourselves stretched in many directions, and sometimes without enough time, energy, or money to go around.

Our Rotary Club of Staten Island is comprised of a very talented group of hard working people. In order to accomplish our goals as a club, we will need to be more resourceful. We need to tap into new areas for funding and support. We have a small community here on Staten Island, and we need to broaden our scope. As a member more than twenty years, I have seen how easy it is when you find someone who is willing to give 100% to ask them for 110%.  While we appreciate those who do give in that way, we must not take advantage of the few who go over and above all of the time.
We need to press upon new individuals, new members as well as older ones for the help to make our goals realities.

We have never been a group to lack fellowship, and I hope to develop new and exciting ways for us to meet and interact socially, while continuing the steadfast traditions of the club.
I hope to develop new ways to fundraise. Just prior to my becoming President the first time, I came up with the idea of the raffle car. Although recent years have not been as profitable as we may have liked, during the time sing that avenue of fund raising, we have raised hundreds of thousands of dollars for the causes we feel so strongly about.

We will discuss new ways of fundraising, acknowledging the difficult times we are currently experiencing. I will be emphasizing membership, and the need for full participation of all our members. This club is truly an example of getting out of the club what you put into it. The community relies upon us. We need to contribute to the global Rotary initiatives with enthusiasm.

Last year my son Daniel began an Interact Club at Susan Wagner High School. It took a while for the club to really get itself off the ground, but now that it is in place, we should encourage those students who are members to get involved in our activities. This year let us tap into everything we have access to in order to make up for difficulties the economy presents us with.

Having done this before, I know not to be shy about enlisting the help of members. I will need to delegate responsibilities, and will rely upon those who are responsible for a particular job to enthusiastically fulfill its requirements.

We will be looking into new and exciting guest speakers to draw our interest into attending the meetings. I would like to see an increased attendance at Charter Night. We need to increase membership, and find ways to retain the members we already have.
The club assemblies will be an interaction between the membership and the board. Views of all members are important. Ideas and suggestions will always be welcomed.

Having done this before, I know first hand what has worked and what has not. I have seen so much good come out of this club that I can honestly say I am proud to again serve as your President.

**Ron Announced that this coming Tuesday is SUMMER DRESS CODE**
Up and Coming Speakers:
7/14 – Rabbi Dr. Abraham Unger – Urban Policy  ( we need to provide a kosher meal)

8/4 – Ken Mitchell – City Councilman

 

Make- ups:
 If you miss a meeting and wish to make it up, you can attend one of the following meetings:
                        North Shore Rotary- Thursdays at 7 pm at the Staaten 

                                                          Restaurant, Forest Ave
(                      South Shore Rotary- Thursdays at 12:15 at the Marina 

                                                         Grande
(                      Mid Island Rotary- Thursdays at 7:30 am at the Dakota 

                                                        Diner, Forest Ave
(                      Gateway Rotary- Wednesdays at 7:15 pm at the Lake Club, 

                                                 Clove Rd
 
Make- up attendance must be recorded properly.  All make-up cards must be turned in to Sam Farag.  Please do not drop them in the box.

Rotocycle:

You can also view the Rotocycle at: www.statenislandrotary.com  
