"ROTOCYCLE"
Staten Island Rotary Newsletter
Meeting of June 21st,2009
July 28, 2009
   Rose Kerr- SI School of Civil Leadership
Pledge – Past President Steve McGee
Invocation- Jack Vokral
Four Way Test- TJ Russo
Seated at the Dais:
President Ron Victorio 1987- Architect
Laurie Karelas 2004- Property Management

Annette Tuzzo 2008- Higher Education 

Mike Behar 2003- Urban Development 

John Demoleas 2007- Hospital Administrator 
Guests:

Neil Segal introduced this week’s guest: Mary Castellona Guest Of Neil Segal, Robert Pinnisi Guest Of Matt Scamardella, Bobby Arcate Guest Of Michael Behar
Club Announcements: 
Gladys Schweiger announced the 54th Annual “On-To-Bermuda” Trip to The Fairmont Southampton sponsored by Rotary International District 7230. There will be a 8 day trip, October 18th to the 25th,2009, $1375 per person, double occupancy (Not including air fair), Single $2150 (Not including air fair) and There will also be a 5 day trip, October 21st to 25th, 2009 $875 Per person, double occupancy (Not including air fair), Single $1400 (Not including air fair). Any information or Details Call Gladys Schweiger at 718-667-7110
Mark Weg announced the “On-To-Bermuda Raffle” which can turn into a vacation for five days, four nights, for two at the luxurious Fairmont Southampton, October 21 to 25, 2009, airfair for two persons included. The drawing will be Monday September 21st at the Bronxville Rotary Club meeting at J.C. Fogarty’s Town Tavern at 12 Noon. Tickets are $5 for 1 ticket or a book of 5 tickets for $20. As a reminder your Rotary keeps 50% of the proceeds   

President/Elect Ron Victorio announced that the Staten Island Yankee game will be for rotary members and friends and familys. It will be Thursday August 13th 7 P.M. Game. Tickets $16 Per person, all you can eat (Hamburgers, Hot dogs, Chicken, Soda, Water) Fireworks following game (Peter Monti Chair)
Every Rotarian, Every Year program. Each Rotarian is asked yearly to contribute $100 to Every Rotarian Every Year program. Rotarians can make their contribution to Rotary International via check and give it to Joe Marchese. 

Ocean City Golf Outing October 2nd – October 5th  - details to follow 
5 Club Council:
President Ron Victorio reported on 5 club council emergency meeting held yesterday a topic 5 Club Luncheon which will be held September 16th with Mayor Bloomberg as the keynote speaker. Place and prices to be determined. Mid-Island rotary will chair the event and ron has asked for a member of our rotary to be on the committee or if someone doesn’t volunteer, he will assign someone.

G.S.E Team:

Ron reported that the G.S.E. Team is in need for volunteers, 25 to 40 years olds. Not Rotarians. This years trip will be to Tasmania, April 2010. Team Leader needed, Must be a Rotarian and no age requirements. 
Special Prayers Needed:

Nick LiGreci. Please Keep him in your prayers.

Past President Edge Maloy has been diagnosed with Lung Cancer and started kemo therapy last weekend. We ask that you keep in special prayers. Please send cards and e-mails. Please no phone calls. Send to 591 Canvas Drive or the E-mail address is emaloy@nc.rr.com. 
Sunshine:
 John Demoleas ran this week’s successful sunshine. Thanks to John on a job well done. 
Program:
Mike Behar introduced this week’s guest speaker John Luisi

John Luisi was brought to Staten Island’s verdant shores in 1963 by his hardworking parents. His father, Herbert, born and bred in Brooklyn, was a life-long civil servant, starting as a clerk in the mailroom at City Hall. He always worked a second job to help make ends meet. But dad still managed to find time to coach the Little League team, and take the family to Staten Island’s numerous parks. John’s mother, Lillian, also worked outside the home at times, but primarily kept the Old Town home neat and together despite the best efforts of John and his siblings. Mom did not finish high school in order to work at the family store in Maine, but she always placed a great emphasis on hard work and education for her children. Lillian was always active in the PTA at whatever school her children attended. Widowed in 1997, Mom now lives in sunny San Diego.


Hard work, education, family and giving back became the cornerstones of John’s life. In 1964, he started kindergarten at P.S 48 in Concord, and upon graduation moved on to Junior High School 49 in Stapelton before attending New Dorp H.S. Along the way, he won enough spelling bees, science fairs and scholastic awards to wallpaper the family hallway. John participated in numerous extra-curricular activities, from the photography club and the color guard, to Boy’s State and Key Club as Lt Governor. Like many young people in the days when it snowed in the winter, John shoveled snow for the neighbors, and established a small lawn-mowing business, worked at Ronald’s Ski ”n” Bike Shop and then Martin Paints.


Apparently not needing much sleep, John also participated in many sports, but he had a terrible lay-up shot, and refused to wear his glasses when playing baseball (and hence never made it out of the minors at S.I.L.L), and was always part of the “B” squad on Bill Welsh track team. But John always enjoyed riding his bicycle everywhere.


John’s academic success and community involvement caught the attention of Columbia College, which he attended with the aid of scholarships. After graduation, John worked for four years as an assistant to the Commissioner at the NYC Department Of Housing Prevention and Development, and moved to St. George. John then attended Fordham Law School, and since graduating in 1988, has undertaken countless pro bono work throughout New York. His run for Staten Island Borough President is the culmination of a passionate career and lifestyle of working to improve the quality of life for all Staten Islander’s. 


As a lifetime resident of Staten Island, John Luisi understands and identifies with the issues that are most important to Staten Islanders. John spearheaded the campaign to increase ferry service to and from Staten Island. Through his tireless community involvement, John has spent his entire life that makes those communities such a great place to live, work, and raise a family.


John Luisi brought the Farmer’s Market to the St George Municipal Parking Lot, fought inappropriate development in the area. As a member of the Protector of Pine Oaks Woods, John Luisi has participated in numerous tree plantings and trail cleanups. As a founding member of the Downtown Staten Island Council, John Luisi has been at the forefront of encouraging the redevelopment of the Bay Street/Richmond Terrace corridor as a viable place to live, work, and play. Whether it’s the revitalization of the PTA of P.S 16, community trash-buster clean-ups, blood drives at New Dorp High School, graduating the Citizen’s Police Academy, or being certified in First Aide & CPR, John Luisi embodies the full spirit of community organizing. 


As a Lawyer, John Luisi helps those in great need through his work with Legal Services of New York, the Pro Bono Society of the Bar Association of the City Of New York, and the Child Advocacy Society, John Luisi has dedicated his time to assiduously working for those who cannot help themselves.


The experience that John Luisi has gained to win community battles will be instrumental in enabling him to win victories at Borough Hall. John Luisi has the experience and intelligence needed to be strong and effective leader. To measure up as a candidate for borough president requires more than having served in public office before. It takes leadership, integrity, and a willingness to tirelessly serve the people of Staten Island. It is clear that John Luisi embodies those qualities.


John Resides in St George with his wife, Eileen. John’s son Alex graduated from Msgr. Farrell H.S. as the salutatorian in 2008 and now attends Stanford University.  

Up and Coming Speakers:il Leadership
8/4 – Ken Mitchell – City Councilman 49th District
8/11- Dan Donovan- District Attorney

8/18 - TBD

8/25 -TBD
 
Make- ups:
 If you miss a meeting and wish to make it up, you can attend one of the following meetings:
                        North Shore Rotary- Thursdays at 7 pm at the Staaten 

                                                          Restaurant, Forest Ave
(                      South Shore Rotary- Thursdays at 12:15 at the Marina 

                                                         Grande
(                      Mid Island Rotary- Thursdays at 7:30 am at the Dakota 

                                                        Diner, Forest Ave
(                      Gateway Rotary- Wednesdays at 7:15 pm at the Lake Club, 

                                                 Clove Rd
 
Make- up attendance must be recorded properly.  All make-up cards must be turned in to Sam Farag.  Please do not drop them in the box.

Rotocycle:

You can also view the Rotocycle at: www.statenislandrotary.com  
