"ROTOCYCLE"
Staten Island Rotary Newsletter
Meeting of December 15, 2009
                                   December 22, 2009
                           Children’s Holiday Party               
Pledge – 
Charles Herman III 
Invocation – Captain Cambell
Four Way Test –  Past President Don Lee
Seated at the Dais:
Dr. Ken Popler 
Rosemarie Scampas

Mike Behar

Marjorie Pugliesi   
Guests:
Neal Segal introduced this weeks guests: Twyla Daniels Guest of Neal Segal, Santa Claws Guest Of Club John Mastellone Guest Of Linda Baran, Fern Zagor Guest Of Ken Popler
Community Announcements:

Ken Popler announced that the Staten Island Mental Health Society will be having there ball on March 13th 2010.

Doreen Cugno announced that Jan 23rd Tony Bennette will be at the St. George theater. Celebrating 80th anniversary of St George Theater. Details to follow.
Opera/Philharmamc: 
Matt Scamadella announced several dates for up and coming operas. He suggested that Rotarians interested in going to the opera make their own reservations and possibly get together for dinner prior to the opera. For operas the phone number is 1212- 362 – 6000 

Feb.2nd 2010 8pm Simon Boccanegra 

April 17th 2010 1pm La Travita 

Other details to follow.

Every Rotarian, Every Year Program. Each Rotarian is asked yearly to contribute $100 to Every Rotarian Every Year Program. Rotarians can make their contribution to Rotary International via check and give it to Joe Marchese.
Evening Meeting:
Past President Ralph Santiago announced that Tuesday Feb. 9th will be an evening meeting. The evening will be in coordination with the Chamber Of Commerce business after hours from 5-7 P.M. at the Statten. There will be a round table that afternoon at the Statten.      
G.S.E Team:

As a reminder the G.S.E. Team is in need for volunteers, 25 to 40 years olds, not Rotarians. The 2010 exchange will be with District 9830 in Tasmania. Team Leader needed must be an experienced Rotarian and no age requirements. On March 21, 2010, these lucky people will fly to Tasmania for a full month. The Rotary Foundation pays the airfare and the hosts take care of pretty much all of their usual expenses while in Tasmania. Our Team will live in Tasmanian homes instead of hotels, to get to know the hosts better. They will be trans-planted several times during the trip to different areas of Tasmania and live with several different host families. Flight plans: District 7230 leaves NYC 3/21/10; returns NYC 4/22/10 – District 9830 arrives NYC 4/22/10; leaves NYC 5/22/10. Many activities will be schedules for the team during the month, throughout the island of Tasmania. (Vocational visits, Rotary Club meetings, Cultural sessions, Government visits, Free days, The unexpected. For more information go to rotary7230.org, scroll to bottom to Group Study Exchange button. Contacts: Bob Soley- bob@soley.com; Chris Williams- WilliamsEyeWorks@aol.com (718-273-5000)
Special Prayers Needed:

Nick LiGreci, Bill Anderson. Please keep them in your prayers.

Continue prayers for Past President Edge Maloy- emaloy@nc.rr.com
Sunshine:
Neal Segal ran a successful sunshine - thanks to Neal on a job well done. 
Program:
Today there was two programs, Lou Demartino introduced chair people of the LDM program. Todays gifts were giving to three family’s representing eleven different children. The children received gifts and gift certificates to K-Mart. The Rev. Jack Ryan and Rev. Terry Trio thanked the Rotary for the gifts to the children.  

Ken Popler introduced this week’s guest Debi Rose,


Debarah “Debi” Rose is a 2nd generation Staten Islander native who has devoted the last twenty –eight years to the betterment of the North Shore community. In a wide range of elected and volunteered positions, she has proven herself an effective advocate for all of the North Shore on issues ranging from public health, education, seniors, and youth, to concerns about the environment, economic devolvement and housing.

Activist 

Debi has been a member of Community Board #1 on the North Shore of Staten Island for the past twenty years and in a number of others roles including Second Vice-President and Chair of Youth Services and Areas Committee. Debi has become familiar with all the North Shore neighborhoods and gained a reputation as a diplomatic advocate for the issues that concern us. She has learned and mastered the complex City land use and budgetary procedures that are the primary responsebilty of the City Council. She was the chair of the committee to rename and dedicate Route 440 North as the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Expressway. She served as Co-Chair of the Borough President’s Census 2000 Advisory Board to insure a complete count of all Staten Island residents. She has been an opponent of the building a bus garage in West Brighton and the opening of coal port in Mariners Harbor. She voted against the closing of Bayley Seton Hospital’s Emergency Room and other major Health Services.
Educator 

Debi Rose is a leader on education issues, both in elective office and in her professional career. A successful candidacy for a seat on the school board in 1996 gave her the means to monitor the disbursement of school board funds. She fought diligently for a new school for the North Shore and petitioned the Chancellor for a fair and equitable admission policy for the Michael Petrides School. As chair of the Exceptional Children’s Committee, she helped win the placement of the first Handicapped Hearing and Visually Impaired evaluation unit on Staten Island. She has been the Executive Director for 11 years of the Liberty Partnerships Program at the College of Staten Island, a state funded drop-out prevention program. As Director she has navigated over 1600 intermediate and high school “at risk” students through to graduation, providing tutoring, counseling, and mentoring services, advocating for parental involvement and building public and private partnerships. Under her direction,the program has achieved an 89% graduation rate.
Champion for Youth 

In a variety of community projects, Ms. Rose has demonstrated concern for the Island’s youth. For 11 years she was a member of the Community Board #1 Youth Service Planning Committee evaluating and approving many services for North Shore youth. She was also the chairperson for Education and Youth Committee of the NY Urban League - Staten Island Branch. She sits on the Governance Board and Bylaws Committee for an outstanding youth initiative, You Participate in Solutions. As the longest- serving president of the National Council of Negro Woman, Inc. Debi started the Evelyn Marshall Scholarship Fund, which awards scholarships annually to two students of The College of Staten Island. She is chairperson for the Staten Island Community Residential Center of NYS Division for Youth, a facility that prepares teenagers and young incarcerated women for re-entry into the community. As a board member of the Mental Health Society she has successfully lobbied for 80 additional Project Head Start seats for the New Brighton community.
Advocated for a Healthier Island 

For Debi, health and mental health issues are extremely important. As a member of the Staten Island Mental Health Society, she advocates for the mentally and developmentally disabled. An active member of the American Cancer Society – Womens Breast Partnership , she founded the Staten Island Black Womens Health Initiative, a resource service that informs and advises the community on breast cancer and the free services available to women.
Proven Voted-Getter 

Debi Rose can win elections. She has already been elected twice by Staten Islanders. Inc  the 2000 Presidential primary election she proved this again as the top vote getter when she won a position as a delegate to the Democratic National Convention. In 1996 she won election to Community School Board #31 with the highest first place total of any candidate. Her work on various financial committees and planning boards has given her the experience she needs to be wise steward of public funds. With her reputation as a problem solver and her extensive knowledge of the best issues facing the North Shore, she has proven herself to be the best voice for the North Shore Community on the city Council.

Debi thanked Rotary for inviting her to share. Many Questions were asked and were answered. 
Upcoming Speakers:
12-29 Rotary Family Day
Make- ups:
If you miss a meeting and wish to make it up, you can attend one of the following meetings:
     (                        North Shore Rotary- Thursdays at 7 pm at the Staaten 

                                                          Restaurant, Forest Ave
(                      South Shore Rotary- Thursdays at 12:15 at the Marina 

                                                         Grande
(                      Mid Island Rotary- Thursdays at 7:30 am at the Dakota 

                                                        Diner, Forest Ave
(                      Gateway Rotary- Wednesdays at 7:15 pm at the Lake Club, 

                                                 
 Clove Rd
 
Make- up attendance must be recorded properly.  All make-up cards must be turned in to Sam Farag.  Please do not drop them in the box.

Rotocycle:

You can also view the Rotocycle at:  






