"ROTOCYCLE"
Staten Island Rotary Newsletter
Meeting of February 2, 2010


                    February 9, 2010 

  No Lunch Meeting… SI Chamber Of Commerce Business after hours mixer at the Staaten (5-7P.M) hosted by our club. Round Table Will be available at Lunch Time
Pledge – FDNY Color Guard 
Invocation – Rabbi Joseph Postasnik
Four Way Test – Past President Sam Farag 
Seated at the Dais:
Rabbi Joseph Postasnik
Commissioner Salvatore Cassano 
John Tapinis
President Ronald Victorio
Past President Lou DeMartino
Past President Steve McGee

Guests:
Chris Ferrara introduced this week’s guest’s: Borough President James P. Molinaro, Deputy Borough President Ed Burke, F.D.N.Y Attendees Anthem Singer, FDNY Chaplain, Lt. Joe Lapointe Color Guard, Battalion Chief Andrew Dipadova, Captain John Colella, Deputy Chief Kevin Woods, Deputy Chief Michael Ajello, Deputy Chief Michael Marrone, Chief Robert Coughlin, Captain Phillip Solimeo, Battalion Chief Jack Hodgens, Captain James Keilty, Fire Marshall Arthur Mastrangelo, Chief Lenard, Chief Marrone, Mike Assanze, Ed Keshecka, Ken Gould, Terri Torangelo, Pamela Coppola, Karen DeGurolorna, Paul Ferrara, Patty Polocios (Guest Of Paul Ferrara), Michael Cooper (Guest Of Club), Mark Tempesta (Guest Of Club), Terry Tarangelo (South Shore Rotary), Brian Powers (Guest Of Jeff D’alberio)  
Community Announcements:
Staten Island Mental Health Society will be having there ball on March 13th 2010.

Opera/Philharmonic: 
Neil Segal made an announcement about the Alzheimers Foundation’s Anniversary Raffle.  Tickets are still available at $50.00 each . The drawing will be held at a Cocktail party on Wednesday, February 24 , 8:30 p.m. at the Foundation office located at 789 Post Avenue.  First Prize will be $5,000., 2nd prize - $1,000, 3rd Prize $500., 4th through 6th prizes $250.00. If interested please call the Foundation at 718-667-7110.
Fran Reali announced the third Annual Memorial Dinner to be held on April 12, 2010 at 7 p.m. in LiGreci’s  Staaten. To make reservations please call 718-420-2331.

Club Announcements:
Charter Night:

Charter night will be March 20th at the Staaten. We will be celebrating our 89th year of service to the community. Details to follow

Chris Ferrera announced the Rotary Car Raffle. Tickets and brochures are available. 

Every Rotarian, Every Year Program. Each Rotarian is asked yearly to contribute $100 to Every Rotarian Every Year Program. Rotarians can make their contribution to Rotary International via check and give it to Joe Marchese.

Evening Meeting:
As a reminder the regular Rotary meeting will be Tuesday, February 9th it will be an evening meeting. The evening will be in coordination with the Chamber Of Commerce business after hours from 5-7 P.M. at the Staaten. There will be a round table that afternoon at the Staaten.      
Past President Ted Maloy announced super bowl boxes, $100 a box. Many boxes are still available. Call Ted if you want numbers.
G.S.E Team:

As a reminder the G.S.E. Team is in need for volunteers, 25 to 40 years olds, not Rotarians. The 2010 exchange will be with District 9830 in Tasmania. Team Leader needed must be an experienced Rotarian and no age requirements. On March 21, 2010, these lucky people will fly to Tasmania for a full month. The Rotary Foundation pays the airfare and the hosts take care of pretty much all of their usual expenses while in Tasmania. Our Team will live in Tasmanian homes instead of hotels, to get to know the hosts better. They will be trans-planted several times during the trip to different areas of Tasmania and live with several different host families. Flight plans: District 7230 leaves NYC 3/21/10; returns NYC 4/22/10 – District 9830 arrives NYC 4/22/10; leaves NYC 5/22/10. Many activities will be schedules for the team during the month, throughout the island of Tasmania. (Vocational visits, Rotary Club meetings, Cultural sessions, Government visits, Free days, The unexpected. For more information go to rotary7230.org, scroll to bottom to Group Study Exchange button. Contacts: Bob Soley- bob@soley.com; Chris Williams- WilliamsEyeWorks@aol.com (718-273-5000)
Special Prayers Needed:

Nick LiGreci, Bill Anderson. Please keep them in your prayers.

Continue prayers for Past President Ed Maloy- emaloy@nc.rr.com
Sunshine:
John Demoleas ran a successful sunshine – This week’s sunshine was for the benefit of the Staten Island University Burn Unit and today we collected $462. John Demoleas introduced Dr. Cooper from the Burn Unit. He stated that the burn unit opened in 1998 and they see 5 – 6 hundred patients a year and half of them are children. 
Congratulations :

Neil Seigal announced that his wife is expecting a baby boy 
Welcome Back Susan Finley from your leave of absence 
Program:
John Tapinis introduced our guest speaker Fire Commissioner Salvatore J. Cassano.


Salvatore J. Cassano was appointed Fire Commissioner by Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg effective January 1, 2010. He is the 32nd Fire Commissioner in the 145-year history of the New York City Fire Department.


Commissioner Cassano, who has 40 years of experience in the FDNY and had held every uniformed rank, heads the worlds largest fire department with more than 16,000 fire, EMS and civilian members and an annual budget of 1.6 billion.


Prior to his appointment by the Mayor, Commissioner Cassano served as the FDNY’s Chief of Department- the highest-ranking uniformed officer- from 2006 through 2010, overseeing many of the agency’s most important bureaus including Fire and EMS operations, Training, Safety, Fire Prevention and communications. From 2001-2006, he served as Chief of Operations- a position he was appointed to immediately after Sept. 11, 2001. Both as Chief of operations and chief of department, Commissioner Cassano played a crucial role in rebuilding the Department in the wake of Sept 11 and the loss of 343 members of the department. In the years that followed , more than 6,000 new firefighters were hired and 3,000 others promoted to various officer ranks as the Department went through a difficult but remarkable resurgence. Not only is the FDNY better equipped, trained and prepared than ever before in its history, it also has achieved unprecedented success with the fewest civilian fire fatalities ever and the fastest response times on record.

Commissioner Cassano’s career with the FDNY began with his appointment as a fire fighter. On Nov. 29,1969. He steadily rose through the ranks with promotions to lieutenant (August 1977), Captain (April 1984), battalion chief (August 1987), division chief (June 1993), Deputy Assistant Chief(November 1999) and assistant Chief (April 2001). Five times during his career he was cited for bravery, each time for rescuing New Yorkers from burning buildings.

Prior joining to the FDNY, Commissioner Cassano served in the U.S Army from October 1965 through July 1967 and was deployed to Vietnam in September 1966. 


While a firefighter, he attended John Jay College of criminal justice and received a Bachelor of Science degree in fire science.


Commissioner Cassano grew up in Brooklyn and is a lifelong resident of New York City. He and his wife, Theresa, reside in Staten Island. They have five children and three grandchildren. 


The advance reported FDNY chief address cuts during the meeting with Rotarians in West Brighton. Cassano of Huguenot, who took the helm of the FDNY last month, said the department “Will ensure we have proper resources in each neighborhood and do everything possible to ensure the safety” of residents if closures comes to pass.


Engine Co. 161 in south beach is likely to be among 20 companies on the chopping block. Engine co. 157 in Port Richmond also faces being shut down.

The talk was very interesting and many questions were asked.

A special presentations were made to John Demoleas and Dr. Cooper of Staten Island Hospital of $2200 from the Alarm association.
Up and Coming Speakers:
2/2- Salvatore J. Cassano, NYC Fire Commisioner

2/9- No Lunch Meeting… SI Chamber Of Commerce Business after hours mixer at the Staaten (5-7P.M) hosted by our club

2/16 TBA

2/23 John Mastellone and Andrea Schneider, NYS Dept of Labor
Make- ups:
If you miss a meeting and wish to make it up, you can attend one of the following meetings:
     (                        North Shore Rotary- Thursdays at 7 pm at the Staaten 

                                                          Restaurant, Forest Ave
(                      South Shore Rotary- Thursdays at 12:15 at the Marina 

                                                         Grande
(                      Mid Island Rotary- Thursdays at 7:30 am at the Dakota 

                                                        Diner, Forest Ave
(                      Gateway Rotary- Wednesdays at 7:15 pm at the Lake Club, 

                                                 
 Clove Rd
 
Make- up attendance must be recorded properly.  All make-up cards must be turned in to Sam Farag.  Please do not drop them in the box.

Rotocycle:

You can also view the Rotocyle at www.statenislandrotary.com 

Information Call (718) 815-5632

Saturday, January 30 & February, 6 @ 8 pm

Sunday, January 31 & February, 7 @ 3 pm

Snow dates: Wed., February 3 & 10 @ 7:30 pm

VETERAN’S 






